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The rapid digitalization of reading contexts and practices has raised concerns about 

students’ ability to comprehend long (i.e., multi-page) texts. From a cognitive perspective, 

our capacity to understand this phenomenon—and to intervene effectively—is limited in part 

by the lack of models that specifically account for long-text reading. Current theories of text 

comprehension are largely grounded in models developed to explain the processing of short 

texts (i.e., a few sentences). For example, the Construction–Integration model (Kintsch, 

1998) posits that readers build a mental representation of a text by incorporating individual 

clauses, which—at least for skilled readers—are integrated through activation mechanisms 

into a coherent situation model. Importantly, this framework assumes that these fundamental 

mechanisms operate similarly regardless of a clause’s or sentence’s position within the text. 

The aim of this presentation is to summarize a line of research that bridges work on text 

comprehension and attention. I will discuss a series of laboratory and intervention studies 

that combine eye-tracking and EEG measures to examine both how comprehension unfolds 

during long-text reading and how it can be effectively supported. 
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